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Few additions have been made to the mineral collection of the 
Academy, except to the local collection, which has been arranged in 
part and displayed to advantage. It seems to have attracted the 
attention of visitors. It is hoped that this collection may be much 
increased in the near future, and that we may also have the means 
of displaying a representation of the rocks of the vicinity of Philadel- 
phia of which the Academy has a fair supply, while there has been 
promised to the Section for the Academy a very large and nearly 
complete series. 

Although not in the care of the Section, it may not be inoppor- 
tune to call attention to the William S. Vaux Collection, which is 
now displayed to advantage in the new building. The Conservator 
of the Section holds the same relation to this collection, and to him 
is due much credit for its condition. As he accepts no salary the 
entire income of the fund has been applied to the improvement of 
the collection. During the year many valuable specimens have been 
added to it. The officers of the Section are : — 

Director, Theo. D. Rand. 

Vice-Director and Conservator, . . W. W. Jefferis. 

Recorder, ....... Chas. Schaffer. 

Treasurer, ...... John Ford. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theo. D. Rand, 

Director. 



REPORT OF THE ORNITHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

Owing to the opening of the new museum building and the work 
which it necessitated in other departments, the Conservator has been 
able to devote but little personal attention to the ornithological col- 
lections. Under his direction, however, Mr. Henry W. Fowler has 
carried on the work of cataloguing the collection with such success 
that quite as much progress has been made as in previous years, 
while Mr. McCadden, the taxidermist, has been enabled to proceed 
with the remounting of the exhibition series during several months 
of the year. 

Since the last report, 7,386 mounted specimens have been identi- 
fied and catalogued, and most of the specimens intended for the ex- 
hibition cases remounted, while the types and a part of the dupli- 
cate specimens have been unmounted and placed in the study series. 
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These specimens aggregated 3,192, and all of them have been care- 
fully labeled. Besides the 7,386 specimens entered on the rough 
catalogue, 1,980 entries have been copied into the permanent cata- 
logue. 

The groups catalogued during the year comprised all the remain- 
ing families of the Picon Passeres, except the Trochilidse, together 
with the Picariae and Scansores. The exhibition series of all these 
families has been remounted except the Coccyges, Psittaci and 
Trochili, so that it will be an easy matter to complete the renova- 
tion of the ornithological collection during the ensuing year. 

Owing to the liberality of friends of the Academy, we have been 
enabled to procure nineteen air-tight cases for the reception of the 
study series of skins similar to those already in use. This has en- 
abled us to arrange almost all the unmounted specimens in syste- 
matic order in the Section-room where they are easily accessible to 
the student. 

The exhibition series of Passeres, Picariae, etc., has been arranged 
in order in the large cases in the middle of the ornithological gallery 
following the Rapacious birds, thus entirely clearing the wall cases, 
except a few duplicate specimens which are placed there temporarily 
until they can be unmounted. 

The additions to the collection during the year, while not as great 
numerically as those of the previous year, comprise some exceed- 
ingly valuable collections containing many species not before repre- 
sented. 

The most important of these are the Donaldson Smith Collection 
of African birds from Somali-land, containing duplicates of many of 
the new species discovered by Dr. Smith, and the collection of 
Alaskan and Siberian birds obtained by Dr. Benj. Sharp, which 
well supplements the five series of the Arctic birds from the north 
Atlantic already in the Academy's collection. Other noteworthy 
accessions were a collection of British Guiana birds obtained through 
Mr. Russell, and a small collection from Nova Scotia presented by 
Mr. Robt. T. Young. 

The general condition of the collection is excellent, and the in- 
creased facilities for study offered by the new arrangement have been 
taken advantage of by a number of students, while specimens have 
been loaned to specialists in various other institutions. 

The Delaware Valley Ornithological Club has held its meetings 
regularly at the Academy, and aided materially in keeping up a 
lively interest in the Ornithological Department. The collection 
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formed by the Club has steadily increased during the year, and now 
fills four large cases, one of them a handsome plate-glass case de- 
signed as a model for the cases needed for the display of the general 
ornithological collection in the new building. As soon as these 
can be procured, the entire collection of birds can be immediately 
transferred to its allotted position on the third floor of the new build- 
ing, as the work of renovation is now practically completed. 

At the annual meeting of the Section, held December 21, 1896, 
the old board of officers was reelected, as follows : — 

Director, Spencer Trotter, M. D. 



Vice- Director, 

Recorder, 

Secretary, 

Treasurer and Conservator, 



Geo. S. Morris. 
Stewardson Brown. 
Wm. A. Shyrock. 
Witmer Stone. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Witmer Stone, 

Conservator. 



REPORT OF THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SECTION. 

The Anthropological Section has been fully organized during the 
present year by the adoption of By-Laws and the election of officers 
in accordance with the requirements of the By-Laws of the Academy. 
It has, at present, a membership of thirty-four, and during the year 
has held eight monthly sessions. The principal communications 
received have been from Dr. D. G. Brinton on " The Relations of 
Race and Culture to the Degeneration of the Reproductive Organs 
in Woman," and on " Hybridization ; " Dr. Harrison Allen on 
" The Prenasal Fossse ; " Prof. F. C. Kavanagh on " Right Hand- 
edness;" Prof. Lightner Witmer on "Psycho -Physical Measure- 
ments ; " Dr. M. V. Ball on " Tattooing ; " Dr. Chas. K. Mills on 
" Nerves of the Sense of Taste," and by Stewart Culin on " Divin- 
atory Diagrams." In addition, minor communications were on 
various subjects. 

The officers of the section are as follows : — 

Director, Harrison Allen, M. D. 

Vice-Director, .... Dr. Newlin Peirce. 

Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary, M. V. Ball, M. D. 

Recorder and Conservator, . . Chas. Morris. 

Charles Morris, 

Recorder. 



